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Law Week is always a time that
brings me great joy and satisfaction.
With all of the programs that we
administer, | recognize that the Law
Week initiative may be viewed by some
as having the least direct impact, in
terms of time and numbers of studentg
reached. However, all you have to do ig

attend one Law Week ceremony at the

Florida Supreme Court and you will
understand the magnitude of this simplé
yet powerful program.

Nora Newcomb receives an award
from Chief Justice R. Fred Lewis for
her Law Week poster entry.

Annually the Florida Law
Related Education Association, Inc.
partners with the Florida Supreme Court
to encourage students to write ang
illustrate their thoughts regarding a
specific Law Week theme. Hundreds off
students that we might not otherwise
touch are drawn to this particular
program every year. Students from six tg
eighteen years of age send us the mo
incredible written and visual

representations that make us pause and
reflect on the future.

This year was particularly
challenging and | recall thinking when
the annual theme was announced that we
probably would not have many entries
this year. But | was wrong. Over six
hundred posters and essays from
throughout Florida began arriving at our
offices in March, addressing the theme
“Liberty Under Law: Empowering
Youth, Assuring Democracy”.

The winning students in the
essay and poster divisions at each grade
level are invited to Tallahassee to
participate in an educational program at
the Supreme Court hosted by Chief
Justice R. Fred Lewis. Students, their
families and their teachers learn about
the courts and the Constitution while
exploring the Law Week theme. A
special awards ceremony is held as well
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Student at Glades Middle School

providing an opportunity for the students
to present their winning entries and to be
honored and recognized for their special
efforts.




Third grader Dana Berkowitz
from Sarasota wrote about her schoo|
and how it is similar to our government
in the way it is organized. She stated thg
the rules were made by teachers and th
principal who were like Congress and
the President. She also said that if a rul
is unfair in her school, there is not a lot
you can do about it. But she proposed
several ways for students to get involved
and participate in  this  “mini-
democracy”. Dana indicated that perhap
students could be part of a student cout
at school to be like a jury and help
determine appropriate punishments fo
students.

Hugo Gonzalez of Glades Middle
School in  Miami quoted Robert
Hutchins in his essay and warned, “The
death of democracy wont be an
assassination from ambush, but a sloy
extinction from apathy, indifference, and
undernourishment.” A student in Isabelle

Whitfield’s seventh grade civics class,
Hugo asked the Law Week audience
“What kind of leaders will we be if one
out of every five adults cannot name thg
three branches of government? What

Daniel Lopez shows off his award
winning artwork at the Law Week
award ceremony.

kind of leaders will our young people be
if we would rather vote on American
Idol than in a local or presidential
election? What kind of leaders will we

be if we know more about video games
than about our Constitution?”

Hugo Gonzalez reads his winning
essay entry at the Law Week awards
ceremony.

Each and every student provided
a unique perspective to the theme and
generated food for thought to each and
every audience member. Posters
depicted the importance of civic
education and participation in
government. Students from the PATS
Center in Pensacola used civics,
government, law and history books as
the foundation for their artwork which
symbolized freedom. A computer
generated entry submitted by Jonathan
Davis of Miami Killian Senior High
School depicted a number of famous
Supreme Court cases including Brown v.
Board of Education and the Tinker
armband case.

But it was eleventh grader
Katherine Lugo, daughter of Elizabeth
and Armando Lugo, and a student in
Lorraine Silverstein’s Law Honors class
at Miami Killian Senior High School
that brought tears to the eyes of every
adult in the room that day. Katherine
wrote about a conversation she had with
a young woman in her beauty salon one
day as she noticed the young woman
throwing away a piece of mail. When
Katherine learned it was a jury




summons, she could not help but explaif
in her own law-impassioned way, the
fundamental importance of jury service
tracing back to the American
Revolution, even to John Locke’s “state

Executive Director Annette Boyd
Pitts(left) with student Katherine
Lugo (right).

of nature”.
Katherine wrote, “lI suppose |
will always be biased towards defending

our Constitution and its governmental

institutions. As the daughter of
immigrants who each lived under
Communist rule in their youth, it has
always been stressed to me that
becoming knowledgeable of, and
participating actively within, one’s

government is necessary in order td
preserve the freedoms guaranteed by th
Constitution.”

Katherine emphasized that the
programs she had been involved in at he
school had made a tremendous impag
on her life. Programs such as We thg
People...the Citizen and the Constitution
as well as the mock trial and moot court
programs had made her realize that th
acquisition of law related knowledge and
active participation in civic education
programs are our nation’s greatest tool
in combating the ever-increasing

apathetic attitudes of our youth toward
their role in the governmental process.

Two government leaders in
Florida had made a particular impact on
Katherine’s life. First, Katherine’s class
had been visited by Chief Justice Lewis
several years ago and his great love for
the Constitution made her want to learn
more about our democratic process.
Katherine also interned with Florida
Representative Anitere Flores, who
chairs the Education Committee in the
Florida House. A role model, Rep.
Flores also had participated in the We
the People....the Citizen and the
Constitution educational program when
she was in high school.

The thoughts, words and pictures
that were shared by the students during
Law Week give me great inspiration.
There is no doubt that their knowledge

Dana Berkowitz makes comparisons
between her school and the federal
government at the Law Week award
ceremony.

of and love for our democracy will help
sustain and improve it for years to come.

For additional information on
Law Week, contact Annette Boyd Pitts,
Executive Director, The Florida Law
Related Education Association, Inc at
ABPflreaED@aol.conor call 850-386-
8223.




2007 Law Week Winners
Essays

Dana Berkowitz  Hugo Gonzalez lll  Katherine Lugo
Elementary Division Middle Division High Division
Pine View Glades Middle School Miami Killian
Elementary School Senior High School

Posters

Nora Newcomb Jakob Breidenbaugh
Elementary Division Middle Division
The PATS Center The PATS Center

Daniel G. Lopez
High Division Computer Generated Division
Gulliver Preparatory School Miami Killian
Senior High School




