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UUNNIITT  66::  TTHHEE  AAMMEERRIICCAANN  LLEEGGAALL  SSYYSSTTEEMM  
 

IINNTTEEGGRRAATTEEDD  CCOOUURRSSEE  
SSTTAANNDDAARRDDSS::  

RREESSOOUURRCCEE  OOPPTTIIOONNSS::   

VVOOCCAABBUULLAARRYY//CCOONNCCEEPPTTSS::  
Juvenile Docket 
Appeal Judicial 
Precedent Statute  
Plaintiff Defendant 
Felony Larceny 
Parole Robbery 
Burglary Law Suit 
Tort Libel 
Grand Jury Plea Bargain 
Bail Complaint 
Summons Discovery 
Settlement Prosecution 
Penal Code Rehabilitate 
Arraignment  Testimony  
Acquittal Hung Jury 
Jury 
Bill of Attainder 
Ex Post Facto 
Due Process of Law 
Search Warrant 
Double Jeopardy 
Mandatory Sentencing 
Juvenile Delinquent 
Double Jeopardy 
Constitutional Law 
Writ of Habeas Corpus  
Misdemeanor 
Common Law 

UUNNIITT  OOBBJJEECCTTIIVVEESS//MMAAJJOORR  TTOOPPIICCSS::  
  

1. Recognize how early laws such as the Code of 
Hammurabi, Mosaic Law, 12 Tables, Justinian's 
Code, English Common Law, and the Napoleonic 
Code influenced the U.S. legal system. 

2. Identify the types of laws (criminal, civil, juvenile, 
constitutional, administrative, and statutory) and 
recognize their role in the protection of rights and 
settlement of disputes. 

3. Determine the  role of the American legal system 
and analyze its task in the protection of 
fundamental individual rights (i.e. rights of the 
accused) 

4. Simulate the trial process and the role of juries in 
the administration of justice. 

5. Differentiate between adult and juvenile justice. 
6. Identify and evaluate the duties of citizenship, 

including obeying the law and serving on juries. 
 

 
 

• Civics Today: Citizenship, Economics 
and You Textbook - Chapters 15 & 16; 
Landmark Cases pp 132, 144, 260, 
325, 370, 459, 532, 650; Teens in 
Action page 452; Foldable page 425; 
teacher supplements 

• American Journey textbook and 
supplements 

• We the People (lessons 26 & 27) 
• The Living Constitution (case studies 

pages 40, 46, 54, 68) 
• Government Alive (Chapters 15 & 16)  
• Fluency Passages 
• United Streaming  
• Online Resources: American-Bar-

Association, Florida Courts; oyez.org, 
Justice Teaching 

• School Resource Officer:  How laws 
relate at school 

• Guest Speakers:  Judges, lawyers 
• Ongoing Integration of Units 10 & 11 
• State Statutes 

o 1003.42(b) – US Constitution and 
Amendments 

o 1003.42(q) – Women’s 
Contributions 

o 1003.42(h) – History of African-
Americans 

Understand the history, structure, 
purpose, and operations of the 
American Legal system and 
demonstrate its role as a societal 
safeguard of individual rights and 
liberties. 
                   

Focus 
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IIMMPPLLEEMMEENNTTAATTIIOONN  MMEETTHHOODDSS  &&  AAPPPPLLIIEEDD  AACCTTIIVVIITTIIEESS::  
  

Suggested Activities
• “The School Search” activity 
• “Vulgar Speech in Schools” activity 
• Oral Arguments lesson and prep 
• Law Week Activities – Annette Pitts 
• To Kill a Mockingbird novel study 
• The Florida Courts and the Judiciary – A Constitutional Scavenger Hunt 
• Graphic Organizers for Federal and State court systems  

 
 

Simulations
• Scripted Mock Trial: State v Jamie L. Potter 
• Courtroom to the Classroom program -4 or 10 day curriculum provided -allows for mock trial; guest speaker and field trip to Leon District courthouse; all activities & 

PowerPoint are prepared for you.   
• District Court of Appeals mock oral arguments  
• Florida Supreme Court mock oral arguments field trip.   
• Jr. Scholastic “You be the Jury” activities 

 
 

Discussion topics 
• Case Studies 
• Current events (American Bar Association) 

 
 

Guest Speakers 
• Juvenile Detention Center: Teen Court; law students, local attorneys, judges, law enforcement officers 
• women, Hispanic and African-American lawyers and judges – have them speak on participation in and contributions to the US Legal system 
• Courtroom to the Classroom guest speakers 

 
 

Videos 
• 12 Angry Men – read the play or watch the movie and analyze 

 
 


