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UNIT 3: THE UNITED STATES CONSTITUTION
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IMPLEMENTATION METHODS & APPLIED ACTIVITIES:

e Suggested Activities

0 Preamble activities: “Ben Franklin’s Preamble Scramble” on Ben's Guide

Analyze simplified versions of the Constitution.
Analyze documents such as the Federalists Papers (#10 — page 769), Constitution, letters, correspondence (see the Avalon Project website)
Complete Class Constitution Activity
Re-write segments of the US Constitution in common vernacular.
Graphic Organizers
PowerPoint Presentations
Constitution Scavenger Hunt
Constitution Jeopardy
Follow an amendment through the amending process

OO0OO0OO0OO0OOOO0OO

Simulations
0 Actout “Our Founding Fathers” Play
Compromise discussion/lesson/activity
Power-Sharing Simulation

Make a classroom Constitution — see page 73 — & convince others to ratify it
Participate in a Federalist v Anti-Federalist debate

Guest Speakers
o0 Constitutional lawyer

0 Judge
o Elected officials

Discussion Topics
o Discuss specific compromises that were made at the Constitutional Convention (3/5ts Compromise, Slave Trade Compromise, Electoral College, Connecticut
Compromise) and evaluate their future impacts
o0 Discuss inherent contradictions in “founding documents” — rights of minorities and of women

Videos
0 Charlie Brown's “Birth of the US Constitution”
0 School House Rock — sing, interpret, analyze & memorize the Preamble
0 Liberty's Kids “We the People” and questions




